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“Tokyo Midtown Award "— nurturing talent that will flourish tomorrow

The “Tokyo Midtown Award” is aimed to support talent of the future

The “Tokyo Midtown Award” is an art and design competition we have been holding every
year since 2008. The base theme of this award is “JAPAN VALUE" which is the core
concept of Tokyo Midtown. The judges are artists, curators and designers working at the
forefront of their various fields. The doors of the award are open wide, with applications
from students and the general public being welcome.

The aim of the award is to discover and support artists and designers of the future. In the
art competition, award winners are given production subsidies and space within Tokyo
Midtown to show their work. In the design competition, we look for designs born from an
unfettered imagination, and Tokyo Midtown fully supports award winners in making
commercial products of their creations. As a result of the past two awards, a total of five
works have been developed into products and are now sold in stores across Japan,

attracting much attention.

Tokyo Midtown draws the latest in art and design

Tokyo Midtown where the “Tokyo Midtown Award” is held, is a town filled with art and
design. Its streets are lined with trees, architecture and artworks that stimulate the
imagination. Gathered here are the Suntory Museum of Art, 21_21 DESIGN SIGHT, and
Tokyo Midtown Design Hub. Dotted in the vicinity are other art facilities such as the National
Art Center, Tokyo, the Mori Art Museum and the Nezu Museum, as well as more than 40
foreign embassies.

In such a venue that is made vibrant by the architecture and artwork of leading architects,
artists and designers, we have been holding various events that have become an indispensable
part of the Tokyo art and design scene. In the spring, Tokyo Midtown becomes one of the main
venues for “Roppongi Art Night"— an evening event that livens up the town of Roppongi with
participation-oriented art, music, visual arts and exhibitions. In the autumn, in parallel with the
announcement of the winners of “Tokyo Midtown Award”, “Tokyo Midtown DESIGN TOUCH"
is held and many design exhibitions, events, lectures and workshops are held all over the town.

This time of the year, the town becomes a place for people to meet as-yet-unknown designs.

www.tokyo-midtown.com/jp/award/




Art
Competition
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The theme was “JAPAN VALUE (new Japanese values,
sensibilities and capabilities )~ glass showcase challenge. The
venue is the Glass Showcase on the first basement floor of the
Plaza in Tokyo Midtown. Artworks which could be put up at this
one of the representative public spaces where numerous people
come and go for many different purposes were submitted.

Note : awardees’ profiles are those that were submitted at the time of
application.
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Toshio Shimizu
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Creator / University Professor

The “glass showcase challenge"” was about attracting attention as much
as possible in a place where there are a lot of people, and | think the
attempts to take on this challenge were largely successful. | have high
expectations for the entries that will be made next year and beyond.
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Kimio Tsuchiya
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Sculptor / University Professor

Variety in expression was seen in the award-winning works this

year, with images, sculpture installations, animation and media art

being used. | am sure that visitors to the basement passageway of
the Plaza will enjoy the multifaceted aspects of contemporary art.
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Yayoi Kojima
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Freelance Curator / Writer

On the whole, | felt that applicants should be more conscious of the
installation aspect of their works, and that they should also try to
enhance their skills more. Ultimately, recognition was given to works in
which their creators expressed their originality in an unconstrained way.
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Daisuke Nakayama
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Artist / University Professor

It was a difficult competition, but | think that an event like this one

which gathers so many different kinds of artistic expression has
tremendous value.
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Kazuhiko Hachiya
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Media Artist

The conditions set were harsh, and yet the four award-winners
made a bold challenge and completed their works properly.

| would like to say a very big thank you to them who made a true
effort. | hope that your creations will resonate with many people.
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Grand Prize / Animated Tokyo Scroll

ZEDUTE B'<  GakuKinoshita
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Animation Artist / Born in 1977 / Everyday life of today's Tokyo is drawn in Japanese
traditional print making style. The 4 displays represent 4 seasons. The Japanese
timeless essences are captured in this 3-minute sequence.
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Runner-up Prize / under ‘A’ tree
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Makino: Sculptor /Born in 1986 / Yamasaki: Student / Born in 1986 / This is a tree on which
"Ah" grows, with the “Ah” being the moment of inspiration. We hope that this work will
make people who walk go “Ah”, so that we can share the experience of being moved.
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Commendation Prize / es.kei.wai

EIJ-I * Kazuhiro Ishiyama
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Artist / Born in 1981 / The vivid sky we looked at before we even learnt the

word “sky.” Unfolding here before our eyes are images of the sky that cannot
be perceived by the naked eye alone.
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Commendation Prize / The thing beyond it
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Artist / Student / Born in 1985 / Rainbow-colored circles of light that float up the
glass showecase. In this mysterious space, time clearly flows at a different
speed than that of contemporary society.
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Design
Competition

TOn the Green

7=y BATOFRE . ELINAE . Yaxys——
HOBSLBOTIED REELOHRALIATZI M,
ZABHOLO LBLAREE S &I DB -V TERTS
FHAY DAV RT 423V TH,

W EEHE 201058828 (A) — 8A31H (X)
BEES NUES, A S AL, R sk, KEF 2
nE

75>7)(1/) ———————————————— ¥1,000,000
#,507)(1H) ——————————— ¥500,000
FEE(IE) ———————————————— ¥300,000
BEBEEEAE(bR) ——————— ¥50,000
KARERICEEREDOYR—bE2EZEHLES,

XARERIEE Yy REIVTSHYBIFXAMATARZ2—IZBRLET .
XFEEOTO74—LIZLEYSRKEDNOHDTY,

The theme was “On the Green.” There are many kinds of
lifestyles to enjoy greenery while living in the city. This
competition was for designs suited to sophisticated everyday
life in the city, in scenes where there is a green environment.

Note : awardees’ profiles are those that were submitted at the time of
application.
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Taku Satoh
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Kundo Koyama
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Graphic Designer

In order to get an idea that no one else has thought of, you have to
keep on producing new ideas one after another, and then you should

choose the most innovative ideas out of all the ones you have come
up with. | think it is important to take that kind of approach.
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Industrial Designer

The key is to avoid being too caught up in your own view, and to
express a theme that you have thought deeply about in a simple,

easy-to-understand manner. The works which were rated highly
were all made by people who had evidently done this.
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Broadcast Writer / Scriptwriter / University Professor

I think in a competition with tremendous numbers of entries, the most
important thing is to “convey your message in easily understandable

way."” The works that stayed with us till the end had that element.
| am grateful to all the people who entered this competition.
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Kenya Hara
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Graphic Designer / University Professor

There were many interesting works that sought to convey the
"On the Green” theme in a dynamic way. The award-winners
were those who had discovered a novel perspective and at
the same time, had come up with good, vibrant ideas that
could be used for commercial products. It was pleasurable to
be part of the judge.
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Art Director / Creative Director

This competition enabled me to think about the ideal form of synergy
between people and nature, and between nature and nature, and

what kind of future we should be heading for. It also helped me
become a little more optimistic about the future. Thank you.

"
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Grand Prize
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Tokyo Green Dictionary
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Green of Tokyo is divided by the area, and each green history, information and

flora and fauna etc. were put on a leisure sheet as a dictionary. Lying in green and
experiencing nature with this “Green Dictionary” gives us time of fine quality.
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Sho Soma / Shunichiro Saito / Hirofumi Watanabe / Yuta Jinbo / Yuta Saito

KEDRANTIULE EIFT-F—L TTRsNLe "ENVRE. EF E AV LT MIEE LTS5 A
SEEMRZERRRZIT V1V RERE

Students

The team “TRsN" is made up of college friends. The five-member team undertakes
activities on the concept of “Reclaiming the spring of life.”
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Runner-up Prize

ING 2 a—BFH AT Parachute Camera
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This camera with a parachute attached to it, is meant to be used in parks and
open spaces. The parachute camera is thrown far above toward the sky, and then
it comes slowly floating down, while the shutter keeps clicking. In addition to the
actual photographs that are taken, the act of taking photographs in the sky in this way
will no doubt be very memorable.

ik F5F

Hideyuki Saito
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Furniture Designer / Born in 1981
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Commendation Prize

Looking For The Happiness
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Society has been slow to adopt computer technology for the purpose of “searching for
happiness”, but | have made something that employs the latest technology with just
that in mind. This is a tool to help people find a four-leaf clover-something that we have
all done in our childhood. | think it is not a bad idea to have a computer look for
something that makes you happy.

BEE &

Hiroshi Mamiya

YRTLIVYZT [ 1983F£EN
System Engineer / born in 1983
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Judge’s Special Prize by “Taku SATOH"”

RING SHEET
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This is a leisure sheet which can be placed right round the trunk of the tree. At a
cherry-blossom viewing event, a group of people can sit in a circle right beneath the
tree. In the autumn when the leaves turn red, you can lean against the tree and
leisurely read a book. Using this sheet will allow you to feel more connected to nature.

ninkimono!

SERX-EHE

Yasuo Imazu / Wataru Sugano

SEIEER/1976FE£EN
B FHAT—/1979F £ 5N
Imazu : Architect / born in 1976
Sugano : Designer / born in 1979

EESRIE MIEEE

Judge’s Special Prize by “Kundo KOYAMA”
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Is this a tissue or a plate? People often use tissues to place something on it like a plate,
and from this mundane act, | got the idea to make a tissue plate. After using it as a plate,
you can use it to wipe your mouth or to collect the leftovers. So with this one plate you
can do two things. How about going on a casual picnic with these tissue plates?
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Yurika Taniguchi
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Student / born in 1990

BRIvRyIY - F—F1ITVRE [ Tokyo Midtown Audience Prize
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Judge’s Special Prize by “Fumie SHIBATA"

LYRTIL [/ Insect Hotel
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Unlike baskets that are made to box in a captured insect, this is a basket made to
admire the insect. The interior of the basket has been nicely made, so that a hospitable
environment, like that of a hotel, can be offered to the captured insect.

| hope that this basket will encourage adults and girls to go looking for insects.

FHHF B

Mika Tsutai

FHJ1988F £ N
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Student / born in 1988

Lo TIT7HFBICEB LT,
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Judge’s Special Prize by “Kenya HARA”
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- It feels grand when you are lying on the lawn with your arms and legs flung out. This
m . —— ’ leisure sheet is shaped in the form of a human being in an eagle-spread position so that
. L you can lie on the ground without reserve with your limbs outstretched. When many

people use this sheet, it looks as if flowers have blossomed all over the lawn. $ *.ﬂ.} ,. % e

h
.
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Naoki Yasuda
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Designer / born in 1974

EEENIE KBEE HAPPLE

Judge’s Special Prize by “Manabu MIZUNO”
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HAPPLE—HAPPYxAPPLE is a music player shaped liked an apple. It not only looks
like an apple, you use it by hanging it from a branch so it looks like the actual fruit.
This is a unique way of enjoying music in nature, and is sure to make picnics and
other pastimes charming and fun.
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Kaoru Yokawa
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Student / born in 1992
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Art Competition Outline

B EEEIE Application outline
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O Application fee : free

O Conditions of entry:

1. Both individuals and groups can apply (application is limited to one work).

2. Persons of any nationality can apply; however, applicants must
live or stay in Japan during the 2nd screening and exhibit
preparation period.

3. Applicants must be 39 years old or under (in case of group
application, all members must fulfill the requirements).

O Works of any genres are welcome but they must be unpublished
works.

O For other application outlines, please refer to the page 4.
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Approximately 10% of entries pass the pre-screening and 10 works are
selected from the 1st screening (documentary screening). At the 2nd

screening, selected contestants give presentations using models. Grant money
for production (¥1,000,000) is provided to each finalist before they exhibit X
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their works in public in the glass showcase on the B1 level of the Plaza, Tokyo
Midtown. After all works are completed, comes the final screening where

each prize will be decided. Prize-winning works are exhibited for about 6 months
(excluding the period when the advertisement is displayed in the area).
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the age requirements (39 and below) at the time of entering the competition.
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O Application fee : free

O Conditions of entry:

1.Both individuals and groups can apply.

2.Persons of any nationality can apply; however, applicants must
live or stay in Japan during exhibit preparation period.

3. Applicants must be 39 years old or under (in case of group
application, all members must fulfill the requirements).

O Works of any genres are welcome but they must be unpublished
works.

O For other application outlines, please refer to the page 10.
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Applicants submit presentation sheet (size:A3). All sheets are carefully
screened and narrowed down to 40-50 works at the 1st screening
(documentary screening). Selected works are examined and discussed
to decide prize-winning works at the final screening. After design X
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Final screening Exhibition
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examination is conducted, prize-winning works will be chosen. All prizes
are announced and exhibited at the Metro Avenue, on the B1 level of the
Plaza, Tokyo Midtown. Finally, Tokyo Midtown provides continuous
support in merchandizing award-winning works.
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F# Organizer/ BRI v K% ¥ > Tokyo Midtown

%71 Partner / TOSHIO SHIMIZU ART OFFICE

& Organizer / R X v K% 7> Tokyo Midtown 171 Partner / Tokyo Midtown Design Hub
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Previous Awardees

FrX{5HE, Cherry Blossoms Soap
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Light-pink tinted soap made to look like cherry-blossom petals. The handmade
shapes express the ephemeral beauty of the cherry blossom.

@ 5% Contact / tkxX R4 GEL-Design Tel:011-668-3910

¥52501m1 / ¥1,029 3@ty

Fokokoro tape.
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A masking tape printed with the phrase “Tsumaranai mono desuga” that

expresses the humble Japanese spirit. Anything that is covered with this tape
immediately becomes a Japanese “omiyage” (gift).

@ E& 5% Contact / BEHMIMEk =1L Tel:086-465-5812
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Socks designed like shoes, in line with the Japanese culture of taking the shoes

off when entering the home. Awarded the “Good Design Award” by the Japan
Industrial Design Promotion Organization.

@ &%k Contact / #IL#E Tk =4t Tel:03-3692-0371

FrE+Ils75X, Fujiyama Glass

LEECEBCBICE 2B BT IUAERT 27 X 8DV 7
TALLIZBEORBMEDVAZETIUDREERADEL LI RV 7DEIC
FOoTHRELHREELLRLOEF WRPEICVWTHELOE T, BEDH
FRBAMEST—DF DT BIZFEY) SNIORM T, smapan anant=2,
When you pour beer into this glass, Mount Fuji instantly appears with the beer froth

looking just like the snow on the mountain peak. The simple shape of the glass has
been made in the image of Mount Fuji, which is Japan’s symbol.

@ &% Contact/ ERTEMFHRA R4 Tel:03-5468-8131
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Sticky notes with motifs of Tokyo scenes and popular places. Images of buildings,

nature, and people can be stuck on the pages of a book to form a collage-like
picture with various perspectives.
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YEAR 2008 ® Art Competition Runner-up Prize:Keiko Masumoto "pottery" / Commendation Prize, Tokyo Midtown Audience Prize:Kosei
Komatsu "Ever-Courting Clock" / Commendation Prize :Masaharu Futoyu "ASIAN NOTE" m Design Competition[General Section] Grand Prize,
Tokyo Midtown Audience Prize :Mayumi Kondo “Cherry Blossoms Soap" / Runner-up Prize :Wabisabi "AIR-BONSAI" / Commendation Prize:YEN!
"Armor T-shirt" ® [Student Section] Grand Prize: Miki Mochizuki "HINOMARU Paper Weight" / Runner-up Prize:Kozue Kojima "KABUKI Face
Pack" / Commendation Prize:Sho Igou "Ribbon String Incense" ® [Judge's Special Prize] by Kundo KOYAMA: Chie Tomita "Lovely one for you
Tape"/ by Fumie SHIBATA:Mariko Takeuchi "Moustache FUJI" / by Hiroshi NAITO:Joji Murayama "SHOE-SOCKS" / by Kenya HARA: Minami Kuijirai
"Sushi-Samurai Strap" / by Manabu MIZUNO :Keita Suzuki "FUJIYAMA Glass"

YEAR 2009 m Art Competition Grand Prize:Hidemasa Fuijii "Stain Expanse"/ Runner-up Prize : Ayumi Fukumoto * FUKUMO Pottery - Future Antique
Shop in Roppongi-*/ Commendation Prize , Tokyo Midtown Audience Prize : Marie Yamamoto "Vending Machines -Japanese everyday scene-'/
Commendation Prize:Sou Hirata "Funky Project 09 Japan Colors" ® Design Competition[General Section] Grand Prize : Masahiro Minami " Topknot
Red Bean Paste Jelly" / Runner-up Prize: Chikae Shioji "Sasabune Paper Plate" ® [Student Section] Grand Prize , Tokyo Midtown Audience Prize:
Eri Ohno "TOKYO MAKER" / Runner-up Prize: Chihiro Tanaka "Eat Up at Japan Candy" ®[Judge's Special Prize] by Kundo KOYAMA : Akira Mabuchi
"Setta Clock" / by Fumie SHIBATA : Yoshiaki Takagi "Stone-Wall Tape Holder" / by Hiroshi NAITO :Hiroyuki Kato "Soba Tie" / by Kenya HARA: Mayumi
Takayama, Yuhei Ito "Japanese Pattern Candy"/ by Manabu MIZUNO: Takako Suzuki “Manga Photo Frame"




